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SERMON 


A  WOMAN  THAT  FEARETH  THE  LORD,  SHE  SHALL  BE  PRAISED.     PJtoVEKBS,  XXXt,  30. 

The  fear  of  the  Lord,  in  scripture  phrase,  is  a  term  signify- 
ing true  piety.  And  this  use  of  it,  arises,  doubtless,  from  the  fact 
that  such  piety,  on  being  traced  up  to  its  origin,  is  found  to 
spring  from  a  just  and  therefore  reverent  estimate  of  God, — - 
His  greatness,  His  excellence,  and  rightful  authority.  The 
heart  which  under  such  a  view  of  Him  comes  to  feel  His  claims 
on  its  love  and  obedience,  and  yields  to  them ;  devoting  its  affec- 
tions and  powers  wholly  to  His  service,  becomes  the  home  of 
true  religion,  of  a  living,  active,  efficient  piety.  It  is  not  the 
fear,  therefore,  of  servility.  It  is  not  the  crouching  of  the  slave 
before  a  tyrant.  It  is  rather  the  affectionate  veneration  of 
a  child  for  his  parent :  the  love  which  is  kindled  by  infinite 
goodness,  warming  and  mellowing  the  awe  which  is  inspired  by 
ineffable  greatness  and  glory. 

A  woman  that  thus  feareth  the  Lord,  says  the  text,  she  shall 
be  praised.  It  is  her  highest  excellence,  her  brightest  orna- 
ment. Religion,  indeed,  is  of  no  sex ;  there  is  but  one  salva- 
tion for  all  the  members  of  our  fallen  race,  and  one  Master 
only  to  serve.  Still  there  is  a  beauty  and  appropriateness  in 
female  piety,  pecuharlyits  own.  In  her  weakness,  her  delicacy 
of  constitution,  and  consequent  susceptibility  to  suffering ;  in 
all  the  peculiar  trials  of  her  experience  on  earth,  woman  pre- 
eminently needs  it  for  herself.  She  needs  its  support,  its  conso- 
lations, its  precious  joys.  And  in  the  sphere  which  she  occu- 
pies in  life,  it  gives  her  a  capacity  of  usefulness,  a  purity  and 
extent  of  influence  in  the  service  of  Christ,  of  the  very 
greatest  value.  The  delineation  of  the  virtuous  woman  as 
drawn  in  this  chapter  by  King  Lemuel,  is  a  picture  of  beauty 
which  no  mere  accomplishments  or  charms  of  person  could  ever 
equal.     They  are  but  the  tinsel  and  the  gilding  in  comparison 


with  the  solid  gold.  "  Favor  is  deceitful,  and  beauty  is  vain, 
but  a  woman  that  fearetli  the  Lo7\l,  she  shall  be  praised." 

Let  us  consider  brieflj  two  or  tliree  of  the  reasons  whj  she 
is  worthy  of  praise. 

1.  The  first  that  I  will  mention  is  the  intrinsic  wisdom  of 
her  choice  in  the  selectioyi  of  her  supreme  object  of  desire  and 
pursuit  in  life.  Human  efforts  can  aspire  to  nothing  more 
noble  than  the  service  of  God.  To  consecrate  these  powers 
which  He  gave  us  to  Him ;  to  hold  affections,  opportunities, 
possessions,  all  for  Him  ;  to  make  life  one  continuous  offering 
of  devotion  to  His  glorj — there  can  be  nothing  higher  or  better 
than  this.  For  it  is  to  labor  for  the  assimilation  of  the  soul 
itself,  in  holiness,  to  the  divine  image.  It  is  to  promote  the 
salvation  of  a  ruined  world  ;  to  establish  in  these  seats  of  sin 
and  woe  the  reign  of  the  Redeemer,  and  bless  the  earth  with 
the  peace  and  joj  of  Eden  restored.  It  is  to  be  a  co-laborer 
with  God  in  His  own  great  work  ;  a  work  in  which  each  divine 
Person  participates,  and  to  which  the  highest  seraphs  delight  to 
minister. 

Now  to  appreciate  the  excellence  of  such  a  work,  to  estimate 
aright  its  infinite  superiority  over  all  other  objects,  and  deliber- 
ately to  choose  it  as  the  end  and  aim  of  life,  is  a  merit  of  no 
ordinary  degree.  It  shows  a  mind  capable  of  forming  judgments 
worthy  of  a  rational  being.  It  shows  a  moral  taste  unable  to 
content  itself  with  the  vanities  and  frivohties  of  the  world,  but 
having  noble  aspirations  after  the  truly  excellent,  the  divine. 
It  exhibits  a  soul  acting  in  harmony  with  its  own  being,  with 
the  impulses  and  demands  of  an  immortal  nature.  It  is  that 
fear  of  the  Lord  which  is  so  truly  pronounced,  the  beginning  of 
wisdom. 

And  this  excellence  of  choice  and  of  correspondent  character 
is  the  more  apparent  from  the  strong  contrast  which  it  presents 
with  the  ordinary  conduct  of  the  world.  How  many  are  there 
whose  lives,  measured  by  any  true  standard  of  worth,  are  the 
merest  blank !  How  many  females  whose  whole  earthly  being 
is  a  vacuity,  a  negation  !  In  youth  they  flutter  for  a  little  sea- 
son through  a  round  of  gaieties  and  occupations  of  no  possible 
moment — a  little  music,  a  little  ornamental  needle  work,  or 


a  little  reading  of  the  lightest  possible  literature,  some  Ladies 
Magazine  embellished  with  the  latest  fashions,  or  the  newest 
novel.  Settling  down  in  domestic  life,  they  bury  every  high 
aspiration ;  dress,  visiting  and  company  become  their  occupa- 
tion ;  or  they  give  themselves  up  to  the  drudgeries  of  the 
kitchen  and  the  nursery  ;  mental  culture  is  neglected,  the  heart 
and  the  affections  absorbed  by  worldly  cares  ;  there  is  no  time 
for  thought  and  self-communion,  and  the  acquisition  of  knowl- 
edge ;  none  for  doing  good  in  the  world,  none  for  the  demands 
of  religion ;  life  is  an  existence  without  end  or  aim,  and  its 
results  when  passed,  the  merest  nothing ; — notliing,  I  mean, 
worthy  of  a  rational  being,  nothing  to  be  carried  into  eternity  as 
the  wealth  of  the  soul,  and  the  source  of  an  endless  felicity. 
Who  can  look  around  upon  society,  and  see  the  waste  of  being 
every  where  apparent, — the  follies  and  inanities  which  are  so 
often  called  life,  without  a  sigh  for  the  imbecility  which  con- 
demns an  immortal  nature  to  a  bondage  so  abject  ? 

It  is  then,  the  more  delightful  to  observe  in  contrast  with 
such,  "the  woman  that  feareth  the  Lord;"  who  exhibits  a  real 
and  productive  piety.  It  is  pleasant  to  find  one  possessing  some 
positiveness  of  character,  some  independence  of  thought  and 
purpose,  and  that  actually  does  something  which  you  can  speak 
of  when  she  is  gone  ;  whose  life  was  not  a  mere  succession  of 
negatives  ;  who,  while  a  true  woman,  with  all  the  delicacy  and 
refinement  of  the  female  nature,  was  not  a  simple  effeminacy ; 
who  has  left  her  mark  for  good  upon  the  world.  Natural  tem- 
perament and  constitution,  indeed,  have  much  to  do  Avith  such 
a  life,  but  grace  has  yet  more.  It  is  the  product  of  an  earnest 
self-consecration  to  God,  a  purpose  to  be  and  to  do  something 
tangibly  good.  It  is  the  fruit  of  a  piety  which  does  not  weakly 
yield  itself  to  be  the  sport  of  circumstances,  but  which,  in  the 
strength  of  Christ,  makes  itself  mistress  of  circumstances,  and 
com-pels  all  to  become  auxiliary  to  the  work  it  has  undertaken 
t.,  do.  She  Avho  has  been  able  to  appreciate  the  excellence  of 
such  a  character,  to  distinctly  choose  and  set  it  before  as 
the  model  of  life,  and  with  firm  resolve  and  glowing  liowe  to 
consecrate  lieriiell:'  to  it>J  pursuit,  )i;is  shown  ;ui  intviusic  wovtii 


that  rightly  claims  our  admiration,  and  responds  to  the  words 
of  inspiration,  "  she  shall  be  praised." 

2.  She  is  worthy  of  praise  again,  because  religion  in  her  is 
exemplified  in  some  of  its  peculiar  yet  most  lovely  features.  It 
is  hers  to  exhibit  Avhat  may  be  denominated  the  passive  graces. 
They  pertain  to  the  place  she  is  set  on  earth  to  occupy,  the  lot 
assigned  to  her  by  the  Creator ;  a  lot  so  truly  described  by  one 
of  her  own  poets : — 

"  Silent  tears  to  weep, 
And  patient  smiles  to  wear  thro'  suffering's  hour, 

And  sumless  riches  from  aifection's  deep, 
To  pour  on  broken  reeds, — a  wasted  shower. 

*        *         *         *         to  be  found  untired 
Watching  the  stars  out  by  the  bed  of  pain, 

With  a  pale  cheek,  and  yet  a  brow  inspired, 
And  a  true  heart  of  hope,  though  hope  be  vain ; 

Meekly  to  bear  with  wrong,  to  cheer  decay, 
And  O  !  to  love  through  all  things." 

Under  such  a  lot  there  are  passive  virtues  to  exhibit,  which 
are  peculiarly  hers,  patience,  meekness,  fortitude,  constancy, 
trust.  She  is  the  poor  invalid,  perhaps,  confined  through  long 
years  to  her  couch  of  suffering  ;  and  while  the  young  and  the 
light-hearted  are  enjoying  life  and  all  the  pleasures  of  youth, 
she  is  shut  awaj''  in  her  sick  room,  and  is  there  day  after. day 
wrestling  with  pain,  hushing  the  murmurs  of  impatience,  school- 
ing herself  to  efforts  of  unfailing  trust  and  cheerful  hope,  and 
preaching  to  all  who  see  her,  such  sweet  lessons  of  patience, 
and  constancy,  and  submission.  She  is,  it  may  be,  the  inebri- 
ate's wife,  doomed  to  the  neglect  and  abuse  of  him  who  had 
pledged  to  lior  his  care,  yet  loving  on  still  with  deathless  affec- 
tion ;  striving  still  to  make  home  as  pleasant  as  possible,  and 
toiling  to  supply  to  her  children,  by  double  diligence,  the  lack 
of  parental  care  and  culture  from  him  who  should  be  her  part- 
ner therein ;  hoping  ever  for  brighter  days,  and  as  oft  disap- 
pointed ;  yet  bearing  her  lot  and  doing  her  work  meekly,  uncom- 
plainingly, as  imposed  by  a  Father's  hand.  She  is  the  mother, 
charged  with  the  most  respoi  sible  and  delicate  office  on  earth, 
the  training  of  the  young ;  who  instructs  them  daily  in  heav- 


enly  truth,  who  restrains  and  chastens  their  faults,  who  bears 
with  all  their  petulancy  and  waywardness ;  and  thus  on,  day  by 
day,  patiently  and  faithfully,  with  watchings  and  prayers  and 
tears,  with  deep  distrust  of  self,  yet   ever  earnest  trust  in 
God,  pursuing  her  work ;  and  so,  at  length,  under  Heaven's 
blessing,  gaining  her  reward,  the  joy  of  being  the  mother  not 
only  of  their  natural  life,  but  also  of  a  higher  spiritual  life 
which  shall  never  end.     These,  and  such  as  these,  are  pre- 
eminently virtues  and  graces  given  to  woman  to  exhibit.     They 
show  to  us  religion  in  its  passive  elements  ;  and  in  them  no 
less  beautiful,  no  less  adapted  to  human  wants,  no  less  divine, 
than  in  its  more  active  operations.     And  she,  therefore,  who 
while  a  true  woman  in  her  experience  of  woman's  lot,  is  also,  and 
in  all,  the  true  Christian,  who  can  throw  over  all  the  graces  of  an 
imobtrusive  piety,  and  out  of  the  very  depths  of  darkness  and 
suffering  hold  up  the  undying  flame  of  fortitude,  and  faith,  and 
hope,  exhibits  an  excellence  and  beauty  of  life  passing  com. 
mendation.     The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  in  her  a  tree  of  heavenly 
fruits ;  and,  with  a  humble  recognition  of  the  divine  influences 
under  which  they  grew,  they  are  worthy  to  receive  from  all  a 
glad  and  grateful  praise. 

3.  But  chiefly,  the  woman  that  feareth  the  Lord  shall  be 
praised  because  of  the  beneficent  results  of  her  life.  It  is  not 
merely  the  intrinsic  excellence  of  her  choice,  nor  the  honor 
which  religion  receives  in  some  of  its  features,  that  is  com- 
mended in  the  text.  There  is,  in  addition  to  all,  a  substantial 
usefulness,  an  actual  good  done  in  this  evil  world  whose  worth 
will  never  be  fully  known  but  as  read  in  eternity. 

There  is,  first,  the  value  of  her  example.  It  is  a  model  held  up 
in  the  community, — not  perfect  indeed,  for  there  are  none  fault- 
less here, — yet  most  precious  in  its  influence  on  all  who  behold 
it.  How  does  it  reprove  the  indolence,  the  emptiness,  the  friv- 
olity so  common  ?  How  does  it  exhort  the  young  to  do  and  to 
be  something  definitely  and  positively  good  ?  What  though 
there  be  in  it  some  features  of  sternness  and  rigidity  ;  some- 
thing that  may  be  thought  not  quite  conformed  to  the  most 
perfect  feminine  softness  and  elegance.  Still  its  value,  as  an 
example,  is  none  the  less — rather  greater.  It  i&  well  that  there 
should  be  something  in  character  which  you  can  see  and  feel. 


It  is  good  for  young  females  at  this  day  to  be  shown  that  true 
womanhood  is  not  all  softness,  that  it  may  have  some  stamina  of 
principle  and  purpose,  some  substance  of  being,  giving  forth 
sensible  proofs  of  existence,  and  showing  some  positive  results  of 
life,  and  have  still  none  the  less  real  grace,  and  true  intellectual 
beauty.  To  present  to  the  world  such  an  example,  to  hold  up 
in  any  community,  it  may  be  for  threescore  years  and  ten,  the 
light  and  dignity  and  excellence  of  embodied  Christianity ;  to 
show  it  overcoming  the  corruptions  of  a  fallen  nature,  trans- 
forming the  soul  more  and  more  into  tho  image  of  Christ,  and 
bearing  precious  fruits  of  faith,  and  love,  and  holy  joy, — 0  !  it 
is  to  do  a  work  of  honor  to  God,  and  beneficence  to  the  world, 
worthy  of  all  admiration,  worthy  of  assiduous  imitation. 

There  is  shown  by  her,  also,  a  well  ordered  Christian  house- 
hold. Woman's  duties  lie  pre-eminently  at  home.  To  make 
that 'home  an  abode  of  peace  and  love;  to  render  it  a  nur- 
sery where  young  minds  are  trained  in  piety  and  virtue  for 
heaven  ;  to  show  there  the  duties  of  wife  and  mother  well  done, 
and  the  Christian  family  made  what  God  designed  it  should  be, 
is  not  to  live  in  vain.  No  woman,  called  of  Providence  to  such 
a  work,  need  complain  of  the  insignificance  of  her  sphere. 
I  do  not  mean,  as  I  said  before,  that  she  should  live  only  for 
the  drudgeries  of  her  household  ;  that  she  should  bury  herself 
up  in  them,  and  forget  mind,  and  heart,  and  spiritual  culture  ; 
but  that,  fixing  her  eye  on  duty  and  upon  the  usefulness  of  duty 
she  will  find  all  these  details,  the  smallest,  the  least  interest- 
ing even,  dignified  and  worthy  of  her  attention,  and  an  influence 
for  good  going  forth  from  a  household  thus  ordered  in  all  things, 
of  priceless  value  to  society  and  to  the  world. 

There  are,  besides,  active  efforts  of  usefulness,  abundant  and 
precious.  She  is  the  friend  and  benefactor  of  the  poor  and 
the  afflicted.  If  blessed  with  means  adequate  to  it,  she  bestows 
liberally  her  charities ;  if  not,  she  gives  what  is  often  worth 
quite  as  much,  her  sympathies,  her  kindness  and  her  prayers. 
She  fills  no  idle  place  in  the  church  of  God.  In  the  Sabbath 
school,  in  the  praying  circle,  in  the  efforts  of  benevolence  at 
home  and  abroad,  in  all  the  labors  of  Christian  instrumentality 
for  the  salvation  of  souls  and  the  glory  of  God,  she  is  active  and 


persevering.  She  is  known  and  esteemed  as  one  that  loves 
Christ's  cause,  one  who  may  be  relied  on  as  a  firm  and  sted- 
fast  friend  of  the  gospel.  Vice  shrinks  abashed  from  her  pres- 
ence. Unbelief  is  silent  under  the  living  power  of  her  piety. 
And  thus  through  the  grace  of  Christ,  she  passes  through  her 
life.  In  the  calmness  and  maturity  of  a  long  tried  hope  she 
comes  to  her  rest.  Sickness,  pain,  bodily  and  mental  infirmity 
may  be  sent  upon  her  to  perfect  the  remaining  discipline  of 
God's  culture,  and  then, — her  work  all  done, — she  bows  to  the 
summons  for  her  departure,  and  sleeps  in  Jesus.  Afflicted 
friends,  and  tearful  groups  of  those  who  had  known  her  accom- 
pany her  to  her  repose  ;  and  the  manifest  homage  of  all  hearts 
to  her  worth  and  her  memory  proclaims,  in  illustration  and  con- 
firmation of  this  word  of  God,  that  though  "  favor  is  deceitful 
and  beauty  is  vain,"  yet,  "  a  woman  that  feareth  the  Lord, 
she  shall  be  praised." 


It  remains  that  we  pass  from  the  contemplation  of  this  theme, 
as  taught  in  God's  word,  to  its  illustration  as  set  before  us  in 
His  Providence.  I  think  I  shall  receive  the  assent  of  all  pres- 
ent when  I  say,  that  the  lessons  taught  us  in  the  afflictive  dis- 
pensation which  has  gathered  us  here  to-day,  are  the  same  as 
those  I  have  attempted  to  deduce  from  the  text.  Our  departed 
friend,  whose  remains  are  before  us,  was  one,  if  we  can  know 
anything  of  character,  that  feared  the  Lord.  I  am  not  about, 
however,  to  pronounce  her  praise  ; — it  wiU  not  be  unspoken  if  I 
omit  it.  You,  who  have  known  her  so  much  longer  and  better 
than  myself,  do  not  need  it ;  and  it  would  be  contrary  to  her 
own  express  injunction,  laid  upon  me  when  as  yet  her  mind  was 
unimpaired,  and  she  was  speaking  of  her  end  as  rapidly  approa- 
ching. A  few  things,  however,  may  be  said  within  the  limits  of 
this  prohibition,  that  may  serve  the  better  to  enforce  the  instruc- 
tions of  this  occasion. 

She  was  a  woman  of  great  natural  independence  and  decision 
of  mind.  She  had,  therefore,  that  positiveness  of  character  of 
which  I  have  spoken,  and  which  contrasted  in  her  so  strongly  with 
2 


10 

the  pliant  softness  of  so  many  female  minds.  She  had  thoughts 
and  opinions  of  her  own,  and  once  formed  she  retained  them  till 
she  saw  good  ground  for  change.  It  were  natural  that  these 
should  be  called  prejudices,  by  some  who  knew  not  or  forgot  how 
they  originated.  It  were  natural  that  she  should  have  strong  hkes 
and  dislikes,  and  strong  attachments  and  aversions  in  society. 
For  all  meanness  and  all  shams  had  her  aversion,  hearty  and 
never  concealed.  There  was,  in  a  word,  too  much  of  character 
in  her  to  allow  her  to  exist  as  a  cipher  in  the  community.  She 
made  herself  felt  in  the  world,  she  had  an  influence  which  was 
tangible  and  appreciable  wherever  she  was  known. 

This  peculiar  vigor  and  independence  of  mind  were  early 
brought  into  subjection  to  the  gospel  of  Christ.  She  united  with 
the  Congregational  Church  in  Plymouth,  by  profession  of  her 
faith,  in  the  year  1809, — forty-four  years  ago.  Nor  did  she 
come  into  the  church  to  be  idle  there.  "  Her  entire  Christian 
course,"  says  one  who  knew  her  well,  "  seemed  to  be  charac- 
terized by  well  considered  and  intelligent  principle."  Consci- 
entious, firm,  shrinking  from  no  effort  which  duty  imposed,  her 
place  in  the  prayer  meeting,  in  the  house  of  God,  in  the  circle 
of  benevolence,  was  almost  never  vacant,  and  if  vacant,  it  was 
well  known  to  be  from  some  good  cause.  Blessed  with  ample 
means  for  the  gratification  of  benevolence,  she  delighted  to 
bestow  them  in  liberal  charities.  The  deserving  poor  were 
never  sent  empty  away.  The  institutions  of  religion,  at  home 
and  abroad,  received  a  free  and  ungrudged  support.  Religion 
with  her  was  not  a  name,  a  profession,  an  outward  relation,  it 
was  a  service  done  for  God,  good  effected  in  the  kingdom  of  the 
Redeemer,  and  glory  thus  accruing  rendered  to  his  name. 

Nor  did  the  religion  she  professed  do  good  to  others  only,  it 
was  a  treasure  and  a  blessing  to  her  own  soul.  I  will  only 
speak  of  it,  however,  in  reference  to  her  last  days  of  protracted 
sickness  and  suffering,  during  which  I  became  more  particularly 
acquainted  with  her  spiritual  state.  The  condition  of  her  mind 
at  this  period  may  be  best  given  in  one  word,  a  state  of  peace. 
Her  hope  was  an  anchor  to  her  soul,  sure  and  steadfast.  There 
was  no  ecstacy  of  joy,  no  high  wrought  rapture  of  faith.  She 
had  too  great  a  sense  of  her  unworthiness  to  admit  of  these.     In 
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every  prayer  at  her  bed-side  her  request  was,  that  she  might 
not  be  self-deceived,  not  be  impatient,  but  that  she  might 
humbly  receive  God's  will  and  glorify  Him  in  her  death.  Yet, 
with  all,  was  the  peace  of  God, — that  peace  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  and  which  makes  the  chamber  of  the  dying 
Christian 

"  Privileged  beyond  the  common  walk 
Of  virtuous  life,  quite  in  the  verge  of  Heaven." 

In  severe  bodily  suffering  she  never  murmured.  To  the  care 
of  most  assiduous  filial  attention,  of  nurse  and  physician,  she 
was  as  submissive  as  a  child  ;  touchingly  grateful  for  every  kindr 
ness,  and  tenderly  solicitous  to  render  the  burden  of  care  as 
light  as  possible .  Such  she  continued,  till  the  mind  itself,  that  last 
post  of  strength,  the  last  to  yield  to  the  decay  of  nature,  became 
obscured;  and  thus  till  the  work  of  life,  of  its  last  fading  twi- 
hght  as  of  its  meridian  day,  was  done,  and  she  departed  to  be  as 
we  til-ust,  forever  at  rest. 

And  now,  my  afflicted  friends,  what  shall  I  say  to  you  ?  You 
need  not,  surely,  be  instructed  where  are  the  consolations  which, 
under  so  great  a  bereavement,  you  need.  In  the  past,  you 
have  the  memory  of  God's  grace  so  amply  given  to  her  who 
has  left  you.  You  have  occasion  for  joy  and  thankfulness  that 
God  gave  you  such  a  mother,  and  such  a  friend,  and  that  you 
have  for  so  many  years  enjoyed  her  example, her  counsels,  and  her 
prayers.  In  the  present,  you  have  the  promises  of  God's  word, 
rich  in  mercy  to  the  sorrowing,  revealing  a  Father's  hand  in  your 
trials,  and  bringing  you  of  the  balm  in  Gilead  to  comfort  and  to 
bless  you.  In  the  future,  you  have  the  promised  guidance  of 
Jehovah ;  you  have  it  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  now 
sainted  dead  ;  and,  at  last,  when  life  is  past,  to  be  reunited  in 
that  world  where  partings  are  no  more.  Thus,  though  your 
griefs  abound,  let  your  joys  much  more  abound.  Seek  that 
instruction,  that  admonition  which  God  is  addressing  to  you.  If 
any,  in  all  your  circle,  be  destitute  of  the  Christian's  hope,  let 
them  now  be  drawn  in  penitence  and  love  to  the  Saviour  ;  that 
you  may  thus  find  your  sorrows  turned  into  rejoicing,  and  be  ena- 
bled to  mingle  your  testimony  with  the  chastened  people  of  God  in 
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every  age,  "  It  is  good  for  me  that  I  have  been  afflicted,  that  I 
might  learn  thy  statutes." 

And  let  us  all,  my  hearers,  the  aged  and  the  young,  the  mem- 
bers of  Grod's  spiritual  fold,  and  those  who  are  wandering  in  sin, 
be  admonished.  Let  us  be  wiser  and  better  for  the  lessons  of 
this  day ;  and  let  our  lives  henceforth  attest  that  our  portion  is 
in  God,  and  our  hope  laid  up  amid  the  glories  and  the  rewards 
of  His  eternal  presence.    Amen. 


